


Land Acknowledgement
This artwork was created by Mike Cywink, an Indigenous artist from Whitefish River First Nation. Known by his spirit 
name, Thunder Day, and belonging to the crane clan, Mike draws on his heritage and connection to his community. The 
piece features a powerful eagle, symbolizing protection, stability, and safety for its young. The orbs within the design 
represent 
the core values and principles of our center, emphasizing its dedication to ending gender-based violence.



The Centre for Research & Education on Violence Against Women & 
Children launched a lecture series in 2021 to honour Dr. Peter Jaffe, 
a psychologist and professor emeritus at the Faculty of Education. Dr. 
Jaffe was a founding partner in the creation of the Centre for Research 
& Education on Violence Against Women & Children in 1992 and was 
the Academic Director from 2005-2021. 
He’s influenced generations of researchers, mental health 
professionals, lawyers, judges, school systems, families, and 
children. The Peter Jaffe Lectures on Ending Domestic Violence takes 
place annually and invites an anti-violence researcher to present a 
public lecture on their research.



SUPPORT THE JAFFE LECTURES 
Our goal is to raise $100 000 to create an endowed annual lectureship to 

honor Dr. Peter Jaffe and continue his legacy in this critical area of research

Scan this code to donate







70+% 
population



Enhanced public education
IPV training for professionals 
Developing community-based high-risk committees
Clarify guidelines for privacy and information sharing in the context of 
GBV

Federal strategy – 10-year National Action Plan to End GBV
Red and Yellow Flag legislation 
Continued implementation of the Federal Pathway to Address Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ People









Pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the House of Commons’ Standing 
Committee on the Status of Women conduct a study on antifeminist ideology 
and its impacts on young Canadians’ development and mental health; that the 
committee allocate at least four meetings to hearing witnesses; that the 
committee report its findings to the House; and that, pursuant to Standing Order 
109, the committee request that the government table a comprehensive 
response to the report.

Guess What Started Today in the House of 
Commons? 



And, this year, there were 19 fewer 
women killed in Ontario than in the 

year before.





JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION 

WITH SLIDO
FOR THE Q&A 

SESSION

1. Go to slido.com and enter 
the #JAFFE2025

2. Or you can scan the QR 
code with your smartphone 
camera to join 



Dr. Cynthia Miller-Idriss
Professor in the School of Public Affairs and in the School 

of Education at the American University in Washington, DC. 

Founding director of the Polarization and Extremism 
Research and Innovation Lab (PERIL). 

Draper Richards Kaplan Foundation Entrepreneur 

Author, co-author, or co-editor of seven books 
including Man Up: The New Misogyny and the Rise of Violent Extremism (forthcoming in 

September 2025 from Princeton University Press) and Hate in the Homeland: The New Global Far 
Right (Princeton University Press, 2022)

https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691257549/man-up?srsltid=AfmBOopEY200HuqKQwdzC_xExrrq2lWOKCfHRKJINqEim30bI5FrmDFA
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691257549/man-up?srsltid=AfmBOopEY200HuqKQwdzC_xExrrq2lWOKCfHRKJINqEim30bI5FrmDFA
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691203836/hate-in-the-homeland?srsltid=AfmBOor5sXYGtySRsELvp2TB2rMHD-h0h51D1mTGZXEuSfPOaOq-1IBe
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691203836/hate-in-the-homeland?srsltid=AfmBOor5sXYGtySRsELvp2TB2rMHD-h0h51D1mTGZXEuSfPOaOq-1IBe


2025 
JAFFE LECTURES

Gender-Based Violence 
and Violent Extremism

presented by Dr. Cynthia Miller-Idriss



Cynthia Miller-Idriss 
Professor, American University

School of Public Affairs & School of Education

Founding Director & Chief Vision Officer

Polarization & Extremism Research & Innovation Lab

Washington, DC
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as book-writing 

motivation

“For a long time, I have 

hesitated to write a book on 

woman. The subject is 

irritating, especially to 

women; and it is not new.”



False Separation



National Security and 

and Interpersonal 
Violence



Misogyny a Constant



Invisibility



All Other Extremisms
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Why gender (and why now?)

1.60% of mass violent attackers prior 

history of domestic/intimate violence

2.Rising DVE incl. male supremacist 

attacks

3.Women’s engagement increasing

4.Crisis in men and boys’ wellbeing

5.‘Moral panic’ on LGBTQ+ issues

6.Anti-trans violence

7.Gender literally relegated to “other”

8.Argument: gender and misogyny are 

foundational to extremism and its violent 

outcomes
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Prominent violent incel or misogynist 

attacks or terrorist groups exploiting women



Users registered on English-language incel 

incel forums

Germany
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Belgium

Finland
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Romania

Lithuania

Estonia
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Five ways 

gender mobilizes 

extremism

• Containment: “Lock Her Up”

• Punishment: “ G r a b  t h e  

• Exploitation:

#SaveTheChildren

• Erasure: “ D o n ’ t S ay  
Gay”

• Enabling: The White Baby 
Challenge



Containment:



Containment:
“Lock Her 

Up”

















Men & Boys Crisis

Boys and men are not only the 

predominant perpetrators of 

violence-- they are also victims 

of that same violence.
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Men & Boys Crisis

Boys and Men are 

struggling. 

ANXI
ETY

ISOLATI
ON

DE ATHS o f 
DE SPAIR

OVERD
OSE

SUIC ID
E

Alc oh
ol

ABUSE

l a b o r  &  
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S ION

Male  
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ESS



Men & Boys Crisis

A crisis of manhood or masculinity 

became a crisis of misogyny-- because 

of how online worlds work
Rew ards 

dominance
& AGGRESSION

Dom est
ic

ABUSE

BULLYI
NG

Hal lmarks  
of  

MASCULINI
TY

STREET 
F IGHTING

VIOLENCE
VIOLENCE

E
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Men & Boys Crisis

Gen Z men are less likely 

than older men to say 

they are feminist or 

support women’s rights

Gen Z has a large gender 

divide on women’s rights 

and a declining level of 

support among young 

men, compared to older 

men, for those rights.
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Containment:

Three pathways: 

memes & short-form video



Containment:

Three pathways: 

self-help forums and influencers
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Punishment:

“GRAB 
THE 

BITCH”!!

Purity

Power

Worth

Control



Punishment:

Men’s Rights Movement (MRM)

Men Going Their Own Way (MGTOW)

Violent Incels

Pick Up Artists (PUA)

Sexual market value (SMV)

Last minute resistance (LMR)



“GRAB 
THE 

BITCH”!!
!

Punishment:

Anti-feminism

Anti-rights

“Male standards”

“Muscular patriotism”



Exploitation:

Anti-feminism

Anti-rights

“Male standards”

“Muscular patriotism””



Exploitation:

“#SaveTheChi ldr
dren”

Domestic & intimate partner violence

Child sexual abuse & exploitation

Sex trafficking

AI- & VR-generated sexual violence

GBV both spontaneous and systematic 

part of extremism



Erasure:

Erasing and controlling bodies

• Bans on gender affirming care

• Bans on transgender rights

Erasing knowledge

• Bans, burnings, & attacks on 

gender studies

• Librarians, school boards, 

curriculum

Violent outcomes

• Proud Boys and harassment

• Neo-Nazis and Drag Story Hours



Erasure:
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“Don’t  Say  
Say Gay”

“Don’t  Say  
Say Gay”

“Don’t  Say  
Say Gay”

“ D o n ’ t  S a y  
S a y  G a y ”

“Don’t  Say  
Say Gay”

Erasure is a form of oppression, the 

refusal to see.” – Chanel Miller



Anti-LGBTQ+ Mobilization

Legislative erasure

Curricular bans

Bills targeting gender-neutral pronouns, 

Gender-affirming care, 

Transpeople’s bathroom use 

Sports team participation



Enabling:

From Vicki Weaver to Ashli Babbitt

Mama Grizzlies

Social Media & Trad Wives

QAnon Moms

Waking the Sleeping Giants



Enabling:

From victims to violent actors



Centering Gender: 
What Can We Do?

Misogyny as firestarter and 

connective tissue

Intersectional Hate

Modeling Healthy Masculinities



Not Just a Joke

Have conversations early and often

Curiosity

No judgment or shame

Place kids in position of expert



My ‘Oh, Sorry Ma’am’ 
Era

Bitches and Babymakers

“Your body, my choice”

A call to action



Centering Gender: 
What Can We Do?

See http://perilresearch.com for 
resources, tools, evidence from 

preventing gendered violence division

Take away: Prevention of mass violence 
will only work if we understand the 

gendered dimensions of violence--
including in everyday and interpersonal 
forms-- as foundational.

http://perilresearch.com/


Man Up: The New 

Misogyny and the Rise 

of Violent Extremism
Cynthia Miller-Idriss

The revelatory and urgent story of how an explosion of misogyny is 

driving a surge of mass and far-right violence throughout the West—from 

an internationally recognized extremism expert and media commentator





Cynthia Miller-Idriss 
Professor, American University

School of Public Affairs & School of Education

Founding Director & Chief Vision Officer

Polarization & Extremism Research & Innovation Lab

Washington, DC

Design by Derren Toussaint & Monkeys VS Robots Ltd 
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